
“I am different from those who
were my role models because

times change, but I have
learned a great deal from

them. I am now aware that I
will be a role model for others.”

“Thanks to genetic studies, many
diseases can now be identified, and
genetic counseling can be offered to
understand disease progression and
the risks of transmission. I believe we

have made significant progress in
understanding the molecular

mechanisms of diseases and have
increased the possibilities of offering

more targeted and personalized
treatments.”

DIANA
VALVERDE

Vigo, Spain
PhD in Biology
Rare Disease group leader 
CINBIO subdirector

“My field of work is rare
diseases; I began by

genetically analyzing several
disorders related to vision loss,
in order to deepen the study of
these diseases at the cellular
level and understand why they

occur.”

“I mainly work on diseases related to a small
cellular appendage called the cilium, which acts

as an antenna by receiving and transmitting
information from outside the cell to the inside.

These diseases are grouped under the term
ciliopathies and include conditions such as

Bardet–Biedl syndrome, Alström syndrome, and
Joubert syndrome.”

“My aunt Isabel, who was a researcher in
endocrinology, was always a role model for me
and guided me in choosing the field of genetics

when I finished my degree. My thesis supervisor,
Dr. Baiget, has been my role model in the later

stages of my doctoral training and in life.”
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